Heart transplantation in Lincoln, Nebraska: the Nebraska Heart Transplant Program experience.
The results of the Nebraska Heart Transplant Program are presented. Survival at one and four years, cost, waiting time and return to work rates are reported and compared to known standards. Survival is 91 percent at one year and 76 percent at four years after transplant. These data as well as costs, waiting time and return to work compare favorably with published and reported data. We conclude the results of the Nebraska Heart Transplant Program by all parameters evaluated are excellent. Referral of patients to distant programs causes needles inconvenience and higher patient costs, and is not justified.